F-14 Combat EVENTS 
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The Gulf of Sirte Incident, 1981 


In 1 973 , C olonel G addafi has claim ed the G ulf of S irte as L iby an territorial w a ter, the G ulf w as regularly used as a training ground for the sixth fleet. 
The Gu If spans some 240 km north to south and 450 km east to west. The sixth Fleet continued to use the Gulfas its training ground in the 70 's but 
during the crisis where US hostages was held in Tehran Iran, the Sixth fleetwas forbidden by the Carteradministration to sail into the 32'30' north 
parallel, since Gaddafiwas a supporter of the Iranian movement it was decided that nothing should be alio wed to exacerbate the situation. 


GU 


By the time Reagan assumed office , the hostage from Iran was home and in the hum ilia ting failure ofthe rescuing attempts , the Reagan Administration 
wasin no mood to take anothersetback .In the spring of '81 , V ice-A dm iral W illiam Bowden , com m ander of the Sixth fleet, requested permission to 
ignore the Carter precedent and go back in to the GulfofSirte .The request, classified as sensitive was first passed to the US Navy Commander-in- 
Chiefin Europe in Germany , then to the US chief of naval operation in W ashington and then finally to the Chairman of the Joint Chief of the Staff , Air 
Force General, David Jones .The request was then formally placed before the NationalSecurity Council (NCS) .The request was w ell received by the 
NCS in June and in July 14 th , the US decision on staging a huge naval exercise in Sirte was metwith unanimous approval in the Reagan Administration 
and his senior advisors . 


3 Days later , R e ar- A d m ira 1 Jam e s Service was summoned to the Pentagon . He was briefed on the various confrontations that they mightmeetin the 
Sirte and was formally warned that his pilot should only engage in self defense maneuvers and on no account were they to open fire unprovoked. Service 
than returned to Naples where he joined the fleet commander Adm iral Bowden to begin planning on the forthcoming operation . 

On 17 August, a naval force comprising of 14 Cruiserand Destr oyer and 2 aircraft carrier, USS Forrestaland USS Nimitz (carrying about 150 aircraft 
between them ) sailed into the GulfofSirte .During the first 2 days of the exercise , N im itz using five radar computer linked defense system with a 
range of 800km , spotted Libyan intruders 72 times .Despite warning that live ammunition would be used , the Libyan fighter intends to fly over the 
Gulf . Given that Gulf of S irte was at least an international w ater , the Libyan intends would try to disrupt the exercise by forcing the American not to 
use live am m unition incase of hitting a L iby an fighter . 
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The US responses to the Libyan fighters are always the same . Fighters already patrolling or launched from the deck of Nimitz would intercept the 
Libyan fighters and force them away, usually the Libyan fighters responded by returning to mainland space . 



On 19 August , however , the Libyan response was completely different. Shortly after 0700 hours , Nimitz's radar locked 
on 2 soviet built SU-22 , heading into the Gulf . The two fighters was also spotted by a Hawkeye patrolling in the Gulf at 
21,000 m. At the same time 2 F-14 Tomcat from the Black Ace squadron piloted by Cdr. Henry Kleeman and Lt. Dave 
Venlet of the 102 aircraft and the 107 tomcat piloted by Lt. Larry Muczynski and Lt. Jim Jackson ( VF-41 ) which was 
based on the Nimitz was also on patrol . As the two SU-22 closed in, the Tomcats were ordered to intercept them . With 
the two Tomcat coming head on, the Libyan fighters fired off one missile , passed underneath the Tomcat , banked steeply 
and fired another . The Libyan pilots would have know that the missile would definitely miss the Tomcat, firstly the Atoll 
missiles are heat seeker which means it could not possibly lock-on an on coming aircraft, secondly even if the SU-22 
managed to get behind the Tomcat , the Tomcats extraordinary performance could out run the atoll in 8km. 


Following the Strict regulation to offensive and defensive action, the US pilot , once fired upon was free to take action . With a 480km/hr advantage over 
the soviet counterparts , the Tomcat found very little difficulty on maneuvering to a firing position on the SU-22 , which by then was already fleeing 
back to the mainland. Plane 102 piloted by Kleeman fired off an AIM-9 and destroyed the SU-22 , while the other tomcat fired off a sidewinder which 
hit the plane but the missile failed to detonate. 

After the Incident both sides launched a diplomatic protest. Gaddafi used this incident to strengthen his position as a third world champion and 
strengthen his anti- American campaign . For the pro-western countries the incident provided a comforting demonstration of American military presence. 


The Libyan Crisis in 1989 


On January 4th 1989, two F-14 of the VF-32 (AC-202 and AC-207) from USS Kennedy (CV-67) were on CAP over Mediterranean providing top cover 
for exercising A-6s. Around noon, an Hawkeye AEW (airborne early warning) alerted the two tomcat that two bandits have just left AL Bumbah and 
heading these way. The flight leader (AC- 202) was given a vector to intercept the bogies as the A-6 departed the sector. The RIO acquired a radar 
contact at a distance of 70 miles away from the altitude of 8,000 ft. Libyan fighters would normally turn back once they were scanned by the Tomcats 
powerful radar, but these two did not. 



The F-14 Tomcats start to descend from 20,000 ft while building up their speed. In the ensuring minutes the F-14 
executed a series of jinks turn design to warn off the enemy fighters which now has been identified as Soviet built Mig 
23. With the help of the GCI the Libyan fighters were able to counter move the American fighters. After the show of 
hostility, the Air Warfare Commander on Kennedy gave the Tomcats a "Warning Yellow and Weapons Hold signal", 
which meant any action taken in self defense from this point on is authorized. 

After the Mig 23 have jinked the F-14 for the fifth time, the lead Tomcat switch on the master armament switched and at 
the range of 13 miles, he fired an AIM-7 and immediately executed a 30 degree turn to the left while the wingman follow 
the similar suit . Quickly both aircraft turned back into the MIGs and 202 fired another sparrow , and in the same time 
207 fired an AIM-7 which destroyed a MIG-23. The pilot safely ejected and chute was seen . 


As the Mig went down in flames, the lead F-14 performed a 4 and a half G turn to put him self in the trail of the remaining Mig. As he prepared to fire a 
AIM-9, the familiar growl sound was nowhere to be heard, he frantically tried to change missile station but nothing was to be heard. As the distance 
between the Tomcat and the Mig closed he deiced to use a sparrow instead, but he was too close. In desperation he switched back to the AIM-9 and 
started to twist the sidewinder tone volume , A TONE , he got a tone. Apparently the tone was accidentally turned off in the heat of the battle, without 
wasting another second he fired the missile and the MIG went up in flames. 
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The entire battle took less than 7 minute to finish from the call of E-2 to the destruction of the last MIG. 

Story Retained from Tomcat Lair http://web.idirect.com/~vfx 


A Victory against Terrorist 


On October 7th 1985, the liner Achille Lauro was hijacked by PLO terrorist headed by Mahammed Abbas while it was on a short cruise between 
Alexandria and Port Said. Their demands was the Israel government would immediately release political prisoner including some well known terrorist. 

During this incident , the terrorist murdered a passenger by the name of Leon Klinghoffer. He was shot in the head and the chest on his wheelchair and 
pushed overboard by the order of Abbas. This cold blooded act savagery angered Americans world wide. Instead of trying to bring these perpetrators to 
justice , the Egyptian government promised the terrorist if the passenger of the cruise was released safely, they would have a safe passage out of Egypt. 
After the Liner docked in Cairo, the terrorist boarded a charted Egyptian airline. 

The White House immediately ordered the Sixth Fleet to take action once the terrorist boarded the plane. A plan devised by carrier wing commander 
Robert Brodzky was approved by the White House. Eight planes took off from the carrier USS Saratoga, four F-14 Tomcats ( VF-74 and VF-103 ), one 
E-2C AEW, two KA-6D tankers, and an EA-6B EW electronic warfare plane, all of them Grumman built plane to participate in this mission. 

The E-2C was positioned off the coast of Egypt and scanned the sky for departing plane from the Cairo airport. The Tomcats were positioned in a north- 
south barCAP (barrier air combat patrol). Two nearby EC- 135 and EA-3A monitored all electro-magnetic emanations and listened in on the radio 
transmissions. Once the 737 was identified, the EA- 6B moved in and jammed all transmission from the 737, effectively isolating it from the outside 
world. The F-14 was on the verge of intercepting it. 

The Tomcats approached the airliner with all light distinguish, one Tomcat had to get as close as 15 feet to identify the airplane ! At this point 3 more 
Tomcat joined the silent hunt, as this was happening the E-2C began to communicate with the pilot in the airline. When the pilot refused to turn to 
Sigonella, Italy because they were intimidated by the terrorist, the E-2C proceeded to the next plan. The Tomcats were directed to move up beside and 
slightly in front of the airline, and simultaneously under the command of the Hawkey e, they would turn on their external lights. 

At this point, the terrified pilot had no choice but to land in Sigonella, a NATO airbase. The terrorist was than arrested and taken into custody by the 
Italian officers. 


Story Retained from Tomcat Lair http://web.idirect.com/~vfx 


Gulf War 


The only Know kill made by a F-14 Tomcat was on December the 8th 1990, when an F-14 piloted by Lt Stuart "Meat" Broce form USS Ranger CVW-2 
VF-1, was redirected by an Air Force AW ACS aircraft ( BOEING E-3 Sentry) to the suspected bandit. With the visual range confirming it as a Russian 
built MIL Mi-8 Iraqi Helicpoter. The F-14 fired an AIM-9 Sidewinder, blowing the Mi-8 out of the sky. 
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The Tomcat also suffered a loss during the Gulf War, the F-14 Tomcat was shot down by an Iraqi SAM, both pilot ejected safely and it was the only F- 
14 loss during the War. 

Squadron Served in the Gulf 
(16th Jan-27th Feb 1991) 

USS Sarartoga (CV-60) CVW-17 (tail code AA) 
7th August '90- 28th March '91 
Squadron Type 

VF-74 F-14A+ 

VF-103 F-14A+ 


USS John F Kennedy (CV-67) CVW-3 (tail code AC) 
15th August '90- 28th March '91 

Squadron Type 

VF-14 F-14A 

VF-32 F-14A 

USS Ranger (CV-61) CVW-2 (tail code NE) 
8th Decembert '90- 8th June '91 

Squadron Type 

VF-1 F-14A 

VF-2 F-14A 

USS America (CV-66) CVW-1 (tail code AB) 
28th December '90- 18th April '91 

Squadron Type 

VF-102 F-14A 

VF-33 F-14A 

USS Theidire Roosevelt (CVN-71) CVW-8 (tail code AJ) 
28th December '90- 28th June '91 

Squadron Type 

VF-41 F-14A 

VF-84 F-14A 


Bosnia 
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Last week's raid on 
Bosnian Serb positions 


On September 6th 1995, NATO decided to start a phase of heavy bombing over Bosnia once the cloud clears up. It all started 
when Bosnian Serbs refused the demands set by UN, William Perry, then the "Secretary of Defense" said "the Serbs will pay 
a "heavy price" if they fail to remove heavy weapons from the hills around Sarajevo" . 

For the first time in the History of the F-14 Tomcat (or Bombcat) , the fighter will be used to bomb Bosnian Serb position. 
Flying from USS Theodore Roosevelt, it will be joined by the F-16 and its Navy Counterpart the F-18 Hornet. 
Some intended targets includes Banja Luka, a Bosnian Serb stronghold northwest of Sarajevo where the Serbs have 
sophisticated SA-6 anti-aircraft missile launchers and radars. 
Sources- CNN.com 


Iranian Tomcats 


The only foreign nation to operate the F-14 Tomcat is Iran, during the cold war Iranian airspace was regularly intruded and unchallenged by the Soviet 
MIG 25 Foxbat. The Shah of Iran ask President Nixon in May 1972 about the problem and was offered the F-14 Tomcat or F-15 Eagle to combat the 
problem. The Shah chose the F-14 Tomcat and Congress approved the deal in November 1972. Soon after receiving their first Tomcat, the Shah ordered 
a testing fire of a phoenix missile to warn the Soviets and since then the Soviet never flew over Iran again. Iran received 79 tomcat (serial number 
160299/160378) along with the 288 phoenix out of the 714 ordered before chaos took over Iran and all diplomatic and military ties between Iran and US 
were cut off. 

During the Iraq Iran war, the Tomcat saw little actions. Due to western embargo it's believed that the Tomcat fleet is unable to operate with an excess of 
20 Tomcat at any given time. 

It is believed that The Iranian Tomcat scored 4 kills against the Iraqi while losing supposedly 5 Tomcat against the Iraqi Mirage and Migs. 

It is believed that Iran uses spare part of some Tomcat to maintain other operational Tomcats and in 1 1th February 1985, about 25 Tomcat flew over 
Teheran in a military display. 

It is also believed that some Iranian Tomcat found its way to the Soviet Union in exchange for military assistance and weapons. 



An F-14 Tomcat Painted in Iranian scheme 


Miscellaneous Events 


The Tomcat just entered service at the end of the Vietnam war, although there was no aerial engagements it did participate in the in operation 
Frequent wind in 1975 where it provided top cover for the evacuation of the US Embassy in Saigon 
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Yahoo! SiteBuilder 


Tomcats were used as recon fighters during the invasion of Grenada in 1983 in operation Urgent Fury. 

Tomcat provided top cover for US fighter planes during the operation against the Libyan from March 24-26 1986. 

There was an engagement in 1989 between the US F-14 Tomcat from USS Independence and Iranian F-4's, althougn missiles was tired no kills 

was achieved from both side. The carrier was sent to protect the tankers coming in an out of the Persian Gulf. 

The Tomcat flew numerous fighter escort for Navy fighter Bombers during the Persian Gulf War. 
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